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Newsletter from Aldro “Bringing out the best in boys” 17th February 2012

The Headmaster writes:

After a snowy week, | am sure that all the boys are | winning the 12-year old section, but a number of
looking forward to even more snow over the coming | other boys’ work will be part of an exhibition next
days: we shall see what happens! Whilst it is a shame | month at the National History Museum.

that many sporting fixtures have had to be cancelled, | | hope that everyone has had a good and relaxing
there’s no doubt that the boys have enjoyed | halfterm break —with some revision thrown in for
themselves. the boys in Form 8. We shall then look forward to a
Many congratulations to two boys who have won | busy and productive second half of term.

awards at Charterhouse. George Tennent has been
awarded a Music Exhibition and Michael Rotov an Art
Scholarship: very well done to them. Whilst on the &;\ AW
subject of Art, very well done to all the boys who took :
part in the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation Global
Art Competition. Not only was Michael successful in

Scholarship Success

Michael Rotov George Tennent
8M

Michael has been working incredibly hard this term
to prepare for his Scholarship and we are delighted
to announce that he has been awarded an Art Schol-
arship to Charterhouse.

Very many congratulations go to George
Tennent who has won a Music Exhibition to

Charterhouse.

George plays the saxophone, piano, recorder and he

also sings in the school choir.

We are extremely proud of both boys and we know that they will be excellent ambassadors for Aldro
when they join Charterhouse next year.




David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation s Art Competition

| am delighted to announce the results of the Global Canvas judging. The competition is open to artists from
all over the world and we are very proud of all the boys who have had work chosen to be exhibited at the
prize giving which will be at the Natural History Museum, during the day, on 15" March. Congratulations
too, to Michael Rotov who was awarded First Prize in the 12 year old category. The organisers hope that we

will all be able to attend, and arrangements for this will be made in the first week after half term. LF
Results: " XA ? * g g ‘

Michael Rotov -1* prize in the 12 year old category [ \ Bish

Exhibitors: ‘

Tom Butler

Edmund Gleave
Louis Bellman
George Morton
Sam Andrade-Brown
Sean Rambech
Emil Almazov
Louis Edmondes
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Aldro Boys walk for Help fo Heroes

On December 27th James and Oliver Newcombe along with Jodie Anker undertook a 13 mile walk to raise
money for the charity, Help for Heroes. They came up with the idea of doing a sponsored walk, which they
organised themselves, with a little help from their families.
They raised nearly £600.00 which is a fantastic amount of money.

Well Done Boys
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Sutcliffe Channel Challenge

It is very rare that a day or week goes by at
Aldro without our boys impressing us with
an action, gesture or achievement. Every |
so often they completely take our breath
away by doing something that surpasses *f
all expectations. This was one of those &
occasions.

On Tuesday 31st January the evening
centred around two extraordinary Aldro
families: the Sutcliffes and Andrade-
Browns. The Andrade-Browns explained how the local charity, Cherrytrees, is a life-line for them and for
their severely disabled son/brother, Ben. Movingly they expressed their gratitude to the Sutcliffe family for
their significant achievement in swimming the English Channel and deciding to donate 100% of the funds
raised to Cherrytrees. Many mothers’ eyes welled up with tears of admiration and respect for both families.

To qualify to swim the channel no wet suits are permitted, so it is essential to train in unbearably, unpleasant
cold water. It soon became apparent that the Sutcliffe’s success was achieved with an unbelievable amount
of angst, doubt and sheer hard work over the course of a year. We listened in awe as each family member
spoke about how the whole exercise had tested their strength and determination to the limit. Challenges
included: the cold, sea-sickness whilst swimming, jellyfish, fear of what lurked in the water beneath,
swimming in the dark, shipping and terrifyingly strong tidal currents, with the ability to add hours to the
length of a swim.

Following the enlightening, entertaining and, at times, emotional PowerPoint presentation an auction was
held. The evening was a resounding success and, due to successful sponsorship and the overwhelming
support of friends, family and the Aldro community, an extraordinary £18,625 has been raised.

The morning after the talk, William Sutcliffe, now one of the youngest ever to swim the channel, came to
Junior Chapel to speak to the boys in Form 3 & 4. He held the boys spellbound describing what his family had
been through in order to achieve their goal. At the end the boys were asked to choose words to describe the
Sutcliffe Channel Challenge and the ideas poured forth. They seemed to encapsulate the whole event
perfectly: courage, perseverance, team work, love, support, thinking about others and above all—faith.

The whole experience has been humbling, enlightening and awe inspiring and one which will stay with me,
and no doubt many others, for years to come. IG




It is National Science and Engineering Week next month and we will be running our own sci-
ence week here at Aldro. The week runs from Monday 12" March 2012. We have a few
events taking place during the week as follows:

Wednesday 14th March

A visit from Kinetik Theatre Company who will be performing a science themed
production linked to the junior science curriculum. Fillacavity Hotel is a comedy
on teeth, bones and nutrition. This will involve boys from Form 3 and 4. http://
www.kinetictheatre.co.uk/

Thursday 15th March

The Author Malcolm Rose will be spending the day at Aldro talking to the l
boys. Malcolm writes science based children’s fiction books and will be giv- |
ing his “Leaving No Traces” interactive talk. g
http://www.malcolmrose.co.uk/

Friday 16th March—7.15pm

Mr David Edwards will be giving an evening lecture on “Surviving
the volcano”- his work in Montserrat. This is one subject that Aldro
boys cover for Common Entrance. Booking forms will come out
after half term.
http://www.inspiringpublicspeaker.co.uk/travel-talks/montserrat-
volcano-speaker.htm

Boys in form 3 and 4 will be invited to submit entries to a science competition. The theme is ‘saving our
planet’ and boys can complete their entries over half term. The entries should be in by Monday 27" Febru-
ary and prizes will be awarded during science week. See email for more details.



http://www.kinetictheatre.co.uk/
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The Aldro Great Book Swap

World Book Day

Thursday 1st March

The aim of World Book Day is to “encourage children to explore the pleasure of books and reading.”

After the success of last year’s Aldro Book Swap we intend to hold another one —this is how it will work:

Every boy should bring a book to school on Monday 27th February.

. The book should be one the boys has enjoyed reading, and can recommend others should read.

. We recognise that giving away a much loved book is hard, so it should be one they can bare to part
with.

. The book should be age appropriate for your son’s age.

. During the week each class will go to the Library to “Swap” their books.

. The Book Swap will take place and each boy should be able to choose a new book to read.

. This should encourage every boy to try a new author.

On World Book Day itself we will hold a Parent’s Coffee Morning and Book Swap—details to follow after
half term. Last year many parents found, new authors to try and left not only with a new book to read but

also a list of books which had been highly recommended . HW

Junior Department—Reading Challenge

To celebrate World Book Day every year we choose a different focus to highlight the importance of
reading in our lives. This year we have come up with the idea of:

“SHARING THE MAGIC OF READING”

The boys have been asked to record how many different people they can read with

in the lead up to World Book Day.
An extra bit of fun is for them to bring in a photograph showing them reading with someone special.
As usual we will put the pictures on the board in the Junior Corridor for everyone to enjoy.

We very much look forward to seeing the results and, as always, thank everyone for their support.




Sports Talk

The Rugby Season

The Rugby Season

What a shame that the weather has resulted in such a disappointing finish to our rugby season. Many of our
boys thoroughly enjoy their rugby and it has proved to be a real disappointment to them that they have lost
the last few matches of their rugby season! Sadly this has been the case for the 3™ consecutive year so we
will look into ways as to how we can best ‘protect’ the rugby season in future years.

We remain excited that our U9’s & U13’s will be able to attend the regional finals of the National Schools
Rugby Tournament on the revised dates and wish them well.

The U9 Rugby Season, so far....
The U9’s have played 5 games so far, and have got off to a great start . Unfortunately the recent game
against Rokeby were cancelled due to the weather, but the boys are certainly enjoying getting wet and mud-
dy. We had a fun session in the snow on Monday, but got back to the rugby and saw the hard ground as an
opportunity to focus on our passing, having been focussing on tackling up to now. Needless to say the boys
are always improving, and having fun at the same time.
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The Hockey Season

After half term the Hockey season will begin for Forms 5-8 only. Forms 3&4 will continue with rugby for the
rest of the term.
Some important information about the hockey season:
. Hockey sticks: we strongly encourage boys to have their own hockey sticks which can be stored in their
lockers. Having your own stick helps ensures each player has the correct size and it feels comfortable.
The school can provide sticks if necessary.
. The majority of our Hockey will be played on grass so football boots are ideal. Some teams may play on
Astro and trainers or Astro boots will be required.
On Wednesdays only, some home matches will be played on grass at Charterhouse.
The boys will revert back to their football kit for games and matches.
The boys will require the following compulsory items: A Gumshield and Shin Pads

Running Club

What an outstanding success the early morning Running Club has proved to be. On average we have had

around 30 boys running every Tuesday morning this term. | am not sure whether it is the breakfast on offer

or the actual running, but | have been delighted by the enthusiasm, effort and passion shown by all those

who have attended. Fitness levels have certainly improved but it is the determination to get up, to arrive on

time and to run in extremely cold conditions that has really struck me. It takes a special kind of person to do

this on a regular basis and | have been inspired by these boys. We shall continue right through to the end of

term.

Our Aldro ‘Torchbearers’, those boys who have attended every morning session in all conditions are to be sin-

cerely congratulated. They are:

Form5:  Joseph Eaton-Parker, Olly Walker, Justin Vance, Freddie Geffen, George Wooding, Seth Knight,
William Farnfield, Tommy Taylor.

Form 6:  Andrew Slater, Philip Richardson, Ben Wood and Oliver Farnfield.

Form8: Sam Andrade-Brown.



Sports Talk

Cross Country Meeting at Eagle House

Friday 3" February 2012

RESULTS
U13 BOYS Ui2 BOYS Uil BOYS
72 Runners 60 Runners 84 Runners
12 schools 10 schools 14 schools
6™ Place overall 2" Place overall 5" Place overall
(93 points) (60 points) (93 points)
4. James Smith © 4. Archie Eve 14. Jude Dobby
7. Louis Edmondes 7. George Morton 21.0liver Farnfield
26. Hamish Mackinnon 18. William Morton 26.Andrew Slater
56. Ben Claxton 31. Alex Godber 32.Eric Roberts
60. Jody Anker 34. Johnny Hinde 33.Philip Richardson
62. Alex Weir 40. Sam Browne 44.Ben wood
Ul0 BOYS U9 BOYS U8 BOYS
84 Runners 78 Runners 72 Runners
14 schools 13 schools 12 schools
8" Place overall 1* Place overall 2" Place overall
(134 points) (35 points) (49 points)
1.  Olly Walker 1. Oliver Perry 5. Rory Yeldham
25. Justin Vance 10. C. Yeldham 6. Henry Starmer-Smith
31. William Farnfield 11. Harry Hewitt 9. Ben Yeldham
73. Seth Knight 13. Ben Calow 29. Henry Rix
77. Tommy Taylor 39. Jack Osbourne 52. Elliot Morley

59. Matthew Butler -

Oliver Percival




A Polo Team for Aldro?

One of our parents, Mrs Sandy Pritchard, is very keen to start an Aldro polo team and is looking for reasona-
bly confident riders who would like to join a taster session. This would take place on a couple of Sundays.

It is hoped with regular training sessions, that a team could be ready to play for the summer season 2012 of
the Schools & Universities Polo Association (SUPA) Junior Section (www.supa.org.uk)

If your son is a keen rider (and has a pony!), and if he would be interested in swinging a mallet, please con-

tact Sandy on:
Sandy.kinney@cpaaudit.co.uk who will give you more details.

POLO

POLO



http://www.supa.org.uk
mailto:Sandy.kinney@cpaaudit.co.uk

Aldro boys selected for the ISFA Squad

James Smith and Sam Andrade-
Brown have been selected for the
South Central Regional ISFA
Squad and will represent the re-

gion at the national festival in the
Easter holidays. This is the first
time that we have had two play-
ers in this Football squad.

“Kit Matters ™ Off Games Policy
Some reminders: The boys must provide a letter/note from their
Please continue to ensure all clothing and games parents/guardians that states:
equipment is named. . A request to be Off Games
_ _ . The reason for being Off Games
Water bottles with the school crest on are available . An indication of when they can return to
from the school. Games
. A signature from the Parent/Guardian.

We remind all boys that it is their responsibility to
ensure that they maintain a suitable level of hy-

_ _ _ In the case of a head injury we do need specific de-
giene with reference to their Mouthguards. They

tails especially if a Doctor has been involved.

need to be washed before and after use. Any Concussion incidents require a written letter
School Sports Website Team Photos
A reminder about our new and very much improved The Football Team Photos are available on our
dedicated sports website. This is a great tool for website.
parents to keep up-to-date with the fixtures, find maps
to sports fixtures, view results and also spy on the op- Please go to Aldro.org and click on the Team Pho-

tos button. Select Aldro School, enter in

position! We have been involved in customising the
username: Aldro and Password 1275.

website to our school branding which has now been
launched nationwide. This sports website can be ac-
cessed through the PARENTS’ ZONE on the Aldro
website. Updates of results will take place at the end
of each week.

Please place your orders direct with the com-
pany and not through school office.







Boar der s

Another very busy first half of the term for boarders cont’d

...Bowling and Lazerquest at the Big Apple...
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JunbDepart ng

Snapshots in the Snow

\“—v-—.
Bright eyes

A helping hand
Mischievous grins
~ Team work
Warmth on the coldest of days ...
The magic of Aldro




New Student Masters Arrive

We are thrilled to welcome our
new student masters, Mr Ed Wells
Mr Jock Lehman, and Mr James
Francis who have come to us from
Sydney, Australia.

They have made a fantastic start
and have proved to be an asset
both on the sports pitches and in
other lessons.

All three masters are quickly
adapting to our routine, always
willing to help, full of enthusiasm
and usually seen with a beaming
smile.

Mr Aston was on hand to welcome our new Student
Masters and show them the important art of creating
stylish snowballs at Aldro.

As can be seen from the previous page, our student
masters caught on quickly and threw themselves
wholeheartedly into the action.

Next stop...perhaps teaching them how to signal the
trains on the model railway? Watch this space...

SUPERMARKET SCHOOL VOUCHER SCHEMES
SAINSBURY'S ACTIVE KIDS 2012 IS STARTING SOON

Please help us to get sports, cookery and other equip-
ment for Aldro by collecting vouchers when you shop
on-line or in-store or purchase petrol at Sainsbury's
between February 15th and April 10th 2012.
Collection boxes for your vouchers will be by the
school office after half-term.

More details to follow after half-term of what we are
targeting this year and of the Tesco for Schools and
Clubs voucher scheme which will start at the end of
February.
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